January 2012

Industry revolutionaries launch hunt for the most valiant researcher
The Research Liberation Front (RFL) today announces the launch of two new awards:
· Ginny Valentine, Badge of Courage

· Newcomer Ginny Valentine, Badge of Courage
The awards, an industry first, have been launched to recognise exceptional bravery in the market research industry. Named after the late Ginny Valentine who established semiotics as a legitimate market research tool in 1990s, according to RLF members she is the ‘ultimate revolutionary’. The winners will be announced by RLF at a ceremony on 20th March 2012.

In contrast to conventional market research awards, which typically celebrate marketing success or the rigour of a clever methodology, the Ginny Valentine, Badge of Courage will be awarded to those who battle against the odds and show exceptional determination, to produce great market research which informs and inspires. Whether it’s developing a new approach, undertaking cultural research methodologies such as semiotics and ethnography or setting up new ventures, the judging panel will be looking for persistence and commercial potential within the nominees. Whether pushing through a difficult or controversial research project, pioneering a different way of working or pushing to ensure that the findings are implemented in the client organisation, the judging panel will be looking for persistence, persuasiveness and simple bravery. This award is ideal for managers and research sponsors looking to recognise the work of team members or other stakeholders.
Speaking on the launch of the awards, John Griffiths from the Research Liberation Front comments: “Whilst the MR industry has no shortage of awards, we want to honour more than marketing success. The Ginny Valentine, Badge of Courage breaks new ground and recognises an individual who has demonstrated guts and determination throughout a research project. During her career, Ginny Valentine inspired and encouraged her peers, earning her the honour of ‘ultimate revolutionary’ so it’s fitting that we are naming this honour after her. We will be looking for those who demonstrate a similar passion to achieve no matter what the circumstances as we search for a deserving winner.”   

To make a nomination visit Research Liberation Front
Notes to editors: 

Ginny Valentine, Badge of Courage 

Application process

Submission forms will be available to download from the Research Liberation Front from Saturday 21st January 2012 until Friday 24th February 2012.

The applicant or a proposer is required to complete the form, outlining the challenge and why the nomination is deserving of the award.

The shortlist will be announced on Friday 2nd March. Shortlisted candidates will be asked to prepare a six minute presentation about their project to deliver to the judging panel. Panel to be confirmed in late January.

The awards will be presented on Tuesday 20th March 2012.

The awards

There will be two awards:
· Ginny Valentine Badge of Courage Award

· Newcomer Ginny Valentine Badge of Courage Award
All shortlisted entrants will be able to use the badge of courage on their email and website and letterhead.

For further information please contact the Research Liberation Front (info@researchliberationfront.com)
About the Research Liberation Front
The Research Liberation Front is a dynamic organisation of research revolutionaries dedicated to setting research free, pushing boundaries and bringing about change in market research. 
